A survey of telemedicine in Italy.
Italy has a tradition of experimental telemedicine which dates back to the early 1970s. However, despite promising experience, widespread diffusion of telemedicine services has not occurred. The Ministry of Research recognized the potential of telemedicine for improving the quality of health care and reducing costs, and has launched a national plan for financing research and training. The plan is expected to have a major impact on the organization of telemedicine research in Italy. In this paper we describe the current situation, outline the structure of the national plan, and survey various applications in different fields, such as teleconsulting, teleradiology and telemonitoring.